LoFTY GOALS LEAD To Use
OF MULTI-COLORED PANELS

associate Architect Alberto
Gardino of Midan, Italy, Davis
has since expanded the palette
of the lownhomes’ Galvalume
skins, which were formerly only
silver, by adding the option of
red, blue, gold, gray and even
striped exteriors. In
addition 1o being
wisually exciting,
Davis’ projects are
known Tor their liv-
able open floor
plans with 17" ceil-
ings, sculptured
imerior Spaces,
sacured-access
aniries, skylights,
and large closels.
Urban Lok
Townhomes began
10 years ago whan
Davis designed the first group of town
homes. During this design process,
he considered a vanety of materials.
He did not want materials that absorb
heat or showed susceptibility 1o
mildew and rot. For a solution, he
turned to Galvalume-coated steel. He
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Over the past 25 years,
Larry 5. Davis has been a visionary
In architectura and urban design as
wall ae pne of Houston's mast
respectod designers. Davis' initial
projects wena the construction and
rencvation of custom multi-million-
dellar homes for clents in some of
Houston's most exclusive neighbor-
hoods. Davis has recoived acclaim for
his work, including honors from the

uses the material in 100% of his proj-
acl
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Davis also likes matal because it is
wirtually maintenance free and comes
wilh & warranty, "Galvalume causas
the interior to stay 5-8 degroees cooler
than the outside temparature;” he

market.
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AlA for his interior remodaling, The
University of Houston School of
Architecture celebrated is 50th
anniversary by honaring 50 of its
2,300 graduates, ncleding Davis. He
has bean published in more than

40 Ineal. national and intermational
publications.

When Davis saw mill finish galva-
nized metal in used on an artist's stu-
dic in Santa Fe, NM, he decided to
combine the style into his loft-style
housing devalopment in tha West End
ol Houston. Aleng with longtime

said, “This saves electricity bills in the
hatter climates. The UL-4 rating given
o the roots allows he customer 1o
receive anywhere from 25%-40%
savings off of homeowner insurance,
particularly in hall prone areas of the
country. The Galvalume also gives
the industrial kook of contemporary,
cutting edge design that blends in
harmony with industrial urban set-
lings™
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skilled sheet metal installation com-
pany. The quality ol material and
installation will mean the diference
hetwean a cutting edge architectural
design and & mini-warehouse.”

Urban-style lolts may have origi-
nated in industrial buildings in Paris
and Manhattan, but are now becom-
ing popular in cities like Atlanta,
Dallas, Denver and Seatfle. Like
theam, Davis’ metal-skinned
lodts were conceived with
artists in mind and as such
are flooded with light and
have high ceilings and flexi-
ble floor plans, all in a con-
wvenient live/waork situation.

But more then just artists
ane buying Davis” town
homes. “0Our typical buyer is
between 22 and 45 and
wants 1o ve in the down-
town area 1o be close 1o
nightlife, museums aic. They
might be considerad the cre-
ative class. Thay ke the
large, open space of a loft
rather than the traditionally
separate living room, dining
room, and kitchen. Cur buy-
‘ars consist of 25% single
women, 25% single man and
50% couples. The ractal mix
is simply that, a mix of il
cultural backgrounds. Baing
in the $160,000 to the

$200,000 price range, we normally
get young professionals in many dif-
ferent fields” Davis also notes that a
good number of his buyers are them-
selves architects.

“At this point, we're selling dirt” he
says with amazement. “People sea

the models, gat out their checkbooks,

and ask how soon they can move in”
Urban Lofts now licenses projects

While achioving the desired look is
refatively easy when working with sin-
ghe panel colors, the multi-colored
ones are a lithe trickier. Davis stated,
“The Jackson project was the first
siriped project that we undertook.
Aligning the windows to tall in the
siripes whare wo wanted ook a lot of
redesign and fiekd adjustmenis.
Choosing the exact locations for the
transition of colors look irial and error
1o find just the right line to accentuate
Ihe edemants. Thankiully, Urban
Sheet Metal Inc., made the adjust-
ments quickly and accurately 1o pro-
vide an exceptional finish. It is their
expertise that allows the metal to
have the desired architectural effect
because the attention to detall and
the craflsmanship separate the ware-
house builders from the contempo-
rary urban designers.”

Davis's advice 10 others contem-
plating similar projects is, * Make sure
you use high quality material and a
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in other cities. The concept has bean
s0 successiul that, in 2002 revenue
approached $30 million, according 1o
the Houston Business Journal,

In addition, Urban Lofts has
expanded aboul 50% each year and
is continuing 1o grow. “Many inlerest-
ed builders and developers in differ-
ent parts of the country want 1o part-
nes with us as we have copyrights
and patants on our uses and
designs.” Davis noted, “We are care-
ful to expand at a slow encugh rale to
allow for quality growth and not just
growth for growih's sake and we are
currently exploring franchising to
meet this demand in other markets”
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